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111. Remarks 

By this paper, Applicants are amending Claims 1-4, 7, 8, 10-12 and 14-17. 
Therefore, after entering this amendment, claims 1-19 are curnentty penc ing. 

Reconsideration and further examination of this application In view of the 
above amendments and the following remarks is therefore respectfully r^squested. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Applicants gratefully acknowledge the Examiner's indication that i;laims 1,10, 
and 14 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejections under 
36 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. Furthermore, Applicants gratefully acknowledge 
the Examiner's Indication that claims 2-9, 11-13. and 15-19 would be allowable if 
rewritten or amended to overcome the rejections under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, and to include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 

In response. Applicants have amended claims 1-4, 7-8, 10-12, and 14-17, as 
will be discussed in detail below. Therefore, Applicants assert that claims 1-19 are 
allowable for the reasons l^elow, and such action is requested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 112 

The Examiner rejected claims 1-4. 7-8, 10-12 and 14-16 under 35 U.S.C. § 

112, second paragraph. 

Claim 1 has been rejected as being Incomplete for omitting esiiential steps 
because the Examiner asserts that it is unclear how the following steps are realized: 
the steps involved with the selection of the design for the power steering system and 
the steps for the selection of the predetermined characteristic of the pOiA^r steering 
system. 

Responsive to these nejectfor^, Applicants have amended claim 1 to recite 
the step of obtaining a design for the power steering system and the step of 
obtaining the predetermined characteristic of the power steering system. (Emphasis 
added). As disclosed on page 15, lines 6-22 in the original Application as filed, the 
step of obtaining a design for the power steering system can be performed by either 
the system user or by the computer, and the design can be selectsd from the 
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knowledge-based engineering library or created by a design took Furhenmore, as 
disclosed on page 17, lines 4-14 in the original Application as filed, the step of 
obtaining a predetermined characteristic of the power steering sys<£m can be 
performed by the system user. Therefore, It Is clear how both of these steps recited 
in claim 1 are realized, and the rejections should be withdrawn. 

Claim 1 has also been rejected as being indefinite based or the recited 
terms/steps, "selecting a design for a power steering systerr', "meet a 
predetermined noise criteria", "using a power steering hose asserrbly design", 
'power steering hose assembly design", and "meet a predetermined criteria'. 

Responsive to these rejections, Applicants have amended clain 1 to recite 
the steps/terms of, 'obtaining a design for th& power steering systenr", "meet the 
predetennined noise criteria", "using the power steering hose assembly design", and 
"meet the predetermined noise criteria". (Emphasis added). Therefore, the 
rejections of dalm 1 are moot arid claim 1 is allowable. 



Claim 10 has been rejected as being incomplete for omitting es sential steps 
because the Examiner asserts that It Is unclear how the following steps are realized: 
the steps involved with the selection of the design for the power steeringi system and 
the steps for the selection of the property of the power steering fluid and the property 
of the power steering pump. 

Responsive to these rejections. Applicants have amended clairr 10 to recite 
the step of obtaining a design for the power steering system, the step cf obtaining a 
property of a power steering fluid, and the step of obtaining a property of a power 
steering pump. (Emphasis added). As disclosed on page 15, lines 6-22 In the 
original Application as filed» the step of obtaining a design for the poiver steering 
system can l^e performed by either the system user or by the computer, and the 
design can be selected from the knowledge-based engineering library or created by 
a design tool. Furthermore, as disclosed on page 16, lines 12-21 ir the original 
Application as filed, the step of obtaining a property of a power steering fluid can be 
perfonned by the system user. Additionally, as disclosed on page 17. lines ^14 in 
the original Application as filed, the step of obtaining a property of a pc war steering 
pump can be performed by the system user. Therefore, it is clear ho^i/ all three of 
these steps recited in claim 10 are realized, and the rejections should b€ withdrawn. 
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Claim 10 has also been rejected as being Indefinfte based on the recited 
terms/steps, "selecting a design for a power steering system" and "at a 
predetermined operating conditjon". 

Responsive to these rejections. Applicants have amended dairn 10 to recite 
tfie steps/terms of, "obtaining a design for the power steering system' and "at the 
predetermined operating condition*. (Emphasis added). Therefore, the rejections of 
claim 10 are moot, and claim 10 is allowable. 

Claim 14 has been rejected as being incomplete for omitting essential steps 
because the Examiner asserts that it is unclear how the following steps are realized: 
the steps involved witii the selection of the design for hydraulic energ / assistance 
system and the steps for the selection of the predetermined charactnristic of the 
hydraulic energy assistance system. 

Responsive to these rejections, Applicants have amended claim 14 to recite 
the step of obtaining a design for the hydraulic energy assistance system and the 
step of obtaining a predetermined characteristic of the hydraulic energ/ assistance 
system. The term "hydraulic energy assistance system' includes, but is not limited 
to, a power steering system. As disclosed on page 15. lines 6-22 in the original 
Application as filed, the step of obtaining a design for the power steerinc system can 
be performed by either the system user or by the computer, and the dusign can be 
selected from the knowledge-based engineering library or created by si design tool. 
Furthermore, as disclosed on page 17. lines 4-14 In the original Application as filed, 
the step of obtaining a predetermined characteristic of the power starring system 
can be performed by the system user. Therefore, it is clear how both of the steps 
recited in dalm 14 are realized, and the rejections should be withdrawn. 

Claim 14 has also been rejected as being indefinite based or tiie recited 
terms/steps, 'for a hydraulic energy assistance system" and "meet a prsdetermined 
criteria". 

Responsive to these rejections, Applicants have amended claim 14 to recite 
the steps/terms of, "obtaining a design for the hydraulic energy assistance system" 
and "meet the predetermined noise criteria". (Emphasis added). Therefore, the 
rejections of claim 14 are moot, and claim 14 is allowable. 
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Claims 2 and 1 1 have been rejected as being indefinite based c n the recited 
terms, "a power steering system" and "a model". Responsive to these rejections. 
Applicants have amended claims 2 and 11 to recite the terms, 'obtaining the design 
for the power steering system' and "the mesh model". (Emphtisis added). 
Therefore, the rejections of claims 2 and 11 are moot, and these claims are 
aliowat>le. 

Claims 3 and 4 have been rejected as being indefinite based o t the recited 
temfis, "a predetermined characteristic" and "a predetermined operating condition". 
Responsive to these rejections, Applicants have amended claims 3 and 4 to recite 
the terms, "the predetermined characteristic*' and "the predetemiinii.'d operating 
condition". (Emphasis added). Therefore, the rejections of claims 3 and 4 are moot, 
and these claims are allowable. 

Claim 7 has been rejected as being Indefinite based on the recited term, "a 
noise transmission loss". Responsive to this rejection, Applicants have amended 
claim 7 to recite, "the transmission loss". (Emphasis added). T^e^efore, the 
rejection of claim 7 is moot, and this claim is allowable. 

Claims 8 and 12 have been rejected as being Indefinite based oi the recited 
term, 'a predetermined criteria*. Responsive to these rejections. Applicants have 
amended claims 8 and 12 to recite, 'the predetermined noise criteria". (Emphasis 
added). Therefore, the rejections of claims 8 and 12 are moot, and these claims are 
allowable. 

Claim 15 has been rejected as being Indefinite based on the recHed tenn, "an 
acoustic analysis". Responsive to this rejection. Applicants have ameniied claim 15 
to recite, '^e acoustic analysis". (Emphasis added). Therefore, the rejection of 
claim 15 is moot, and this claim is allowable. 

Claim 16 has been rejected as being IndefTnite based on the rcicited temns. 
"an acoustic analysis" and "an acoustic response". The temri 'an acoustc analysis is 
not present in claim 16. and therefore this rejection should be withdrawn. 
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Responsive to the remaining rejection, Applicants have amended claim 16 to recite, 
'the acoustic response" in line 2 and in line 3. (Emphasis added). Therefore, tlie 
rejection of claim 16 is moot, and this claim is allowable. 

Conc/usion 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, it ts respectfu iy submitted 
that the present form of the claims are patentabty distinguishable ovar the art of 
record and that this application ts now In condition for allowance. The Examiner is 
invited to contact the undersigned attorney for the Applicants via telephone number 
(734) 302-6000, if such communication would expedite this application. 
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